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Saturday, May 23. 1691. 


— Pi 


The feveral Queftions lately fent us by a young 
Gentlewoman fhall be bere anfwered all to- 


gether , according to our Promife in our tafe 
Mere ury, 


QOueft. 1. Hether Beauty . be .real or 
imaginary ? 
Anfw. We dare almoft 


venture to affirm tis both, Cuffom and Ops- 
zion it muft of neceflity be own’d, goa great 
way towards making a D formity or a Beauty, 
and how fhall we certainly know whether’s 
in the reghe? He that ebules the Negro 
for his flat Nofe and thick Lips ; or the Negro 
who abufes him for his thin Lips and big 
Nofe ? Nay, weneed not go fo far as Guinea, 
for in the Familtes of the firft Prince of Ewrope, 
to be born without fuch a Lip as we general- 
ly think rone of the bef, wou'd be efteem'd 
a great Deformity, not to fay worfe; —- And 
indeed every where. Fancy has a large Stroke 
in thefe matters, Lucretius his witty Obfer- 
vation Parvula puncilio xe¢Jov wia, &c. hold- 
ing almeft all the World over Nor has 
Complexion any better Fate then proportion, one 
who is born white among the Blacks, being as 
great a Monfher as a Black among thofe that 
are white, and the <Abyffines wou'd perfwade 
us that Adam and Eve were Blacks, and that 
the Queen of Sheba was of that Colour they 
make almoft an Article of their Creed. How- 
ever, as Exceptions don’t fpoil a Rale , and 
as “tis no Argument there’s no fuch thing as 
the Law of Nature, becaufe fonie Nations have 
no regard tot, fo in this Cafe, there muft 
be a beft fomewhere, White is lovely and Black 
horrid, one refembling the light the other dark- 
ne[s. In thefe things. therefore.we place Beau- 
ty namely — Features, Proportion, Com- 
plexion, Meine and Air. - There is fuch a thing 
as agood Feature, taken by it felf, fome things 
being fhaped more neat, cleaverly and handfome 
than others, as we, may grofsly fee in a Horfe 
compared with an Elephant, a Gray-bound with 
a Swine or Cur And this is fomething in 
Nature, independent from the Judgment 
Fancy of any Mans for thefe Relations wou 
in themfelves be, though there. were no Man 
in the World to make the»CGomparifon; nay, 
an Elephant woud be a clumfie fhapelefs thing, 
tho’ there fhou’d be no Horfe to be compared 
with it; as a Horfe would be, neat andclea; 
verly limb’d, tho, there were no fuch. thingy 
being as an fs or an Elephant: Now this Fee 
tive, as itis areal Beamy, {0 “tis diftiner eve 
from Preportion, tho’ very neat akin .to it :For 
example ——- We fee commonly..enough | 
fons who have fome good Features oo 
Muth, Chin, &c. whereas the reft may’ ti 
ther be Deform’d or Up i 


bearing that due regard of \fcirnation'or mugii- aad 
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tude one te another, which at firft fight ap- 
pear pleafing and natural. And indeed what 
that is, as in other Cafes yet to come, the 
Fye feems to be the fole Fudge; nor is’t eafie 
to defcribe and fix it, tho’ we believe it pofli- 
ble to be done; and if any way, by the Pro- 
portions of Maufick, that proportion. infallibly 
pleafing the Eye in vifible Objetts which does 
the Ear in Wudible. For the two laft parts of 
Beauty, a good Meine and goed Air—with the 
French, from whence we had the Terms —— 
Belle Air, and Bonne Mine ; they may more ea- 
fily be diftinguith’d than defcrib’d, tho*both 
generally confounded. A good Meine relates to 
all the Body, a fine Aix to the Face only. A 
goed Meine is but of one fort, sand more ealily de- 
fcribed thanan Air: It fignifies+—the hands 


forme appearance fome People’make when you | & 
take ’em alltogether ; 'ti§'as we may call it, | 
the good dir of the Body, asa good Air ¢ ta- 


ken in a ftridt fenfe ) the good Meine of the Face. 
And this, tho” there'may be fomething of it 
in Nature, yet we chiefly think owing to Edu- 
cation and Converfe: Whereas a good Air. is 
various, perfetly Natural, and impoflible to 
be given by ali the Art in the World—For a 
Man may skrew his Face into a form of Tet- 
ror, and think he Jooks Majeftical, when he 
has a little fneaking Phiz, or {weet when he’s 
really fowr and ill natured —— but ‘cwill fill 
be unnatural, and he'll look as ill difguifed as 


the Afs in the Lyons-skin, when his long Ears 


{tuck out and betray’d him, And hence we 
may remark that chief difference in what we 
call a good Air, fometimes we fee a Face with 
Lines of Majefy in't, that like Ce/ar’s or Gu- 
Stavus Adolphus dazies all that, beholds it, 

is fo fharp and piercing, that ‘tis almoft.snfup- 
portable: At other times we meet with fuch an 
incomparable fweetne{s ( moftly refiding i 
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ap ond (edt Wamias the reft of the Queftion. 


Ae None at all that we know of, unlefs it be a Sin 
againft decercy. To illuftrate it by a 
When a Man is at his own Table, a 


mediatel ytoe ; with 
folding “bi - S 
ve rade © exe fet, ~ 
to ftay one minute longer till the ufual Formalittes are over. 
ueft. 3. If 4 Gentlemoman who is at Years of Difereti- 
hy been educa at a great aTRaNce from = ber “Relati- 
ons, who always left ber vo ber own manajement.—- After an 
Honcursie Courfoip made, and an equal Rewrn exprefs'd 
and confirm’ by Vows: Whether the Sules of Duty can free 
ber ‘from the Engazement folemnly contalted? ; 

Anjv., The meaning ot the Qgeftion I fuppole is : 
Wherber inthe cafe thus fared. a Parents difalowing fuch 
Vows or Commis , dees really annul ’emor not. The Rea- 
fon’ of the difficulty isfrom that inthe 300). of Numbers, 
the 25 4, ands, verfes. if 4 Woman vow 4 vow umo.the 
Lord in ber Fathers Houje in ber Youth, and ber Futber. bear 
the vow, and foall bold bis peace at ber , ber vows foall 
fland : Bur if ber Father difaiiow ber in the day that be bear- 
eth, not any of ber Voros foail ftand. Which pofitive Inftiturion 
is plainly grounded on a Lew of Nature, viz That Chil- 
dren beture they arc at Years of Diferetiog, are co be dil- 
pofed of by Parents Hut in this cafe, i it be fairly 
ftated, there is hardly one of thofe Circumftances and 
Limitations, which'are with infinite Wifdom inferted 
in the Text, which may give a Parent {ucha power over 
her. Child. ‘Tis there faid if a Woman vow 4 vowto the 

4. The prefent cafe fuppofes a Contra with man, 

nd tho’ God difpoles of his own right, it does not ap- 

ar that he does fo of anéthers.. The next circum- 
nee is, if this Yow be made while fhe‘s ia her Fathers 
Houfe, which fuppofés two things, that thes provided 
for by her Father, and difpofed of by him in all her 
A@tions. The firft of gtefe in the prefent Case is left 
doubttul, the fecond laid in the Negative, the Lady being 
Educ acl at a diftance, and left to ber own manag-ment. 
The laft remarkable difference is, thatthe Text fuppo- 
fes this Yow made by the Woman. in ber Youth, which 
may without ftraining be interpreted before fhe come to 
Years\of Diferericn, or the time whenthe Law makes her 
of Age, whereas che Queftion affirms the Lady other- 
wife. Now there being fo many remarkable Dijerea- 
ces between the Text and the Cafe propofed, and there 
being no other place in the bible which affeéts it, we 
can by no means from thence prove the power of the Pa- 
vent to difanen!l any fuch Vow, the contrary being ra- 
ther infinuated by the Z£xceptions made, every one of 
which come up fully to the Cale in hand. 
neft..4. Wherber is be liwful 10, look with pleafure on 
anotber woman than ones Wife when Married, or otbers be- 
fides ber we intend to Wake fo before ? 

Anfmw. ‘Tis dangerous, the Eye being the Burning-glafs 
of Love, and looking, liking, deliring, attempting, and 
criminally obtaining,»,oftentimes or always follow one 
anorber. But were; it pollible to flop at diking, which 
is the laft ftep that can be made fhott of a precipice, we 
cant affirm that in its own Nature unlawful. For 
whatever @s' fair arid ‘proportionabley muft of neceflity 
ftrike the Eye with more pleafure than what's deform. 
ed and. horrid. 
ee Why are Children ofincr like the Fasher than the 

Anfe. The Similimde is perhaps very often owing to 
the Good women who are prefent at the Gofiping; but 
fuppofing for once the Truth of maser of Fa, it may caii- 
be accounted for: becaufe ‘tis the inati- 
on OF the Mosher, not the Father, which forms the Child: 
And the having the Jaca of the Fathers Face, not her 
own in her mind, that of ‘the Cbi/d may be form'd ac- 
cordingly like tim, not ber. 
an 6. Wherber it be proper for Women to be Learn- 


Aafw. All grant that they may have fome Learning, but 
ion is of what fort, and to what Degree? 


the Qu 

> indeed think they have Lea a'd enough, if they can 
Sficphih between their Husbands Brea $ and soecher 
mans: But thofe who have no more wit than this comes 


 Grage is faid, im- 


to, will be in et of difinguifbing further , or 
elfe not at ai. "Obes think dee che das pardona- 
iA enough read, but by haa ae 4 trufted with wri- 

> Others again, that ought neither to write 
nor read. A Degree ‘yee ee oh who would 
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have em read Plays, Nove and Romances, with per- 
af eee agg 


familiar Inftance > 
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with the -tools of Pbilofopby, for thele wife Reafons, 
‘becaule forfcoth it takes ’em off from their Domeftick 
Affairs, and becaufe it rally fills ‘ert 
a » and tem @ptto defpife others. For the 
ote rag 3 |, that the genetality Of Wo- 
men it holds, Who being obliged either to get their Liv. 
ings by fome indnftrious Employ, or ftick clofe to Dome. 
ftick Affairs, fuppofing her Miftre/s of an ordinary Fonily, 
Can neither have time nor means to acquire fuch earn. 
ing, or preferve it when it is once gotten: But this re- 
Jates not to thofe whote Births and Fortunes exempt ’em 
from fuch circuniftances. For Learning‘s make ‘em con- 
ceited, and full of themfelves, ‘tis a weakne’s common to 
our own Sex as well as theirs: There*s few Men who have 
Wit,Sence,or Learning,but they know it,tho‘ often they are 
fw prudent’ ‘fo cOnceal fuch their Knowkdge from the 
World. On the whole, Once they have'as noble Souls as we, 
a finer Genius, and generally auicker Apprebentions, 
we fee no Realon why Women fthou‘d not be learned 
now, as well as Madam Jbilips,. Van Schwman, and 
others have formerly been: For if we have feen one 
Lady gone mad with Learning, we mean a late Famous 
Countels , there are a hundred Men cou'd be named, 
whom the fame Caufe has rendred fit for Bedlam. 

Queft, 7. Why is is fuppofed ty fime, that Women hate 
no Souls ¢? 

Anfw, They area parcel of fers for their pains; if 
any be fo foollifh and barbarous to make fuch a fuppofition 
And the Reafon why they think Women have no Souls, 
is becaule they have none themfclves. 

Queft. &. Whether an Army of Women would not con- 
quer an Army of Men ? 

Anfw. That*s much according to the Weapon they 
fight with. Their £yesare dangerous, their Tongues ve- 
ry formidable, and he muft be a bold man that dares 
encounter ‘em at their own Weapons. But asfor their 
Hands, there‘s no great Reafon to fear ‘em, unlefs when 
they cote to be link'd in Matrimony. 

Queft. 9. what is Platonick Love ? 

Anjw. Nothing at all, unlefs it be Friendhhip, and of 
that fee a former Anfwer. 

Queft. 10. Why are Common Women f:ldom or never 
with Child ? 

Anjw. Why does not the Grafs grow in the path way? 

Queft. 11. Whether a Rook ever eats Carrion ? 

An{fw. The Gentleman who formerly propofed this 
Queftion, has lateiy fent us a /erter, wherein he appears 
fo extreamly angry, that we dare not meddle with him, 
and therefore muft defire him to take hfs Query back 
again, lince we are refolv‘d wee‘ll never an{wer it. 

Queft. 12. A, B. being a Feme Covert, and ferved 


‘with 4 Procefs of Subpoena, ifuedout of Cuancery,barely dire- 


Bed to ber feif: Quere, Whether fhe is obliged 10 appear, 
and an{wer the Pusat Bill ; and fri eon ao wis 
Remedy can the Plaimuff bave againft ber and. Being 
abroad, 1 defire @ Solution of this in your xt Paper, that 
foe may know what to do, whe poverty of the Woman ( {be be- 
ing not able to fee Council for Advice) creates upon this Tronble ? 

A: . Were it at Common Law, undoubtedly fhe were 
not, but the Chancery being 4 Cours of Equity, and confe- 
quently unlimited, and not obliged to obferve thofe mes 
thods that Inferiour Courts muft, in cafe of non ap- 
péarance, great inconvenience will neceffarily enfue, tho’ 
otherwife, if ( upon notice taken of th contempt ) an 
ey A + thageens yet upon motion by 

uncil regularly 4 retended! in- 
quent would be difcharged. re fe ee 


<a Hereas the Queftions we receive from’ the 
_ Far Sex are prefing and mumeroas, we 
being willing to oblige ‘em, as knowing they have a ve. 
PP Sak in the World, sam to fet apart the 
wefday in every memb on fati is 
O08 a Fes Pa purpofe to fatishe Quek 
»* tn a late Queftion about annealing and painti 
Glafs, Se. Mr. Winch in Breadfireet was oar een Notice 
of, whenas Mr. Halfey‘s Name (¢ who lives in Holboarn, 
over againft Fewer-lane ) was by fome miftake left. out, 
altho bis Partner and Fellow Artift in thofe Admirable 
babe tecsited vs HER 
' received 13 Queftions this Week fro: 
which will be anfwered as {oon as din be. iat 
Pn om . are defired to tng. in any more Quew 
we give notice we bave gor all 
bands, which will be in a line time, wiht d 
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toa full of 


paps 2 lit Hiftor?, but by all meaws are for termina- 
ing their Studies there, and not letting ‘em meddle 
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